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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

JUNE 2008 EDITION 
Monthly Meeting June 11, 2008—7:30 pm 

This has been an interesting and eventful month for us here at the club. 
Through a series of events that began with us loosing our location for the 
146.76 repeater, some of us have been very busy. The repeater was re-
moved from its home in Harrisburg and taken to a temporary location last 
month. I met with Tim Portzline, the chief engineer at Clear Channel in 
Harrisburg several times and worked out an agreement that allowed us to 
place our repeater on their property on Blue Mountain with the CPRA re-
peaters. A new antenna was placed on the building which replaced the 
broken antenna that we had at the old location and the repeater was 
moved to the building just in time for the net on Wednesday.  
 
My thanks go out to Steven (KA3PDQ) for all of his efforts in relocating the 
machine. I would also like to thank Tim Portzline, chief engineer and the 
management of WHP / Clear Channel for the location on the hill. I also 
extend a thank you to Gary Blacksmith, (WA3CPO) the president of CPRA 
for a great working relationship between the two clubs and to all who 
helped.  
 
Field Day June 28 and 29: This is a great time to learn more about con-
testing and HF operation. Take the time out of your weekend to come out 
and join us. Some of us stay all night and camp out, while others stop by 
and spend what time they have with us. More information on the event can 
be found in this news letter. 
 
Hamfest: We are quickly approaching the date of our July 4th    
Fire Cracker Hamfest / ARRL Eastern PA Convention. Please consider 
being a volunteer to help with the event. We can use you. This year there 
will be much more to do with the convention and the special event station. 
You can sit in and operate the special event station too. My thanks to all 
who have stepped up and have already taken a part in the planning of the 
hamfest. 
 
Net Operation: Ham operators are often asked to provide emergency com-
munications, or to work emergency drills. It involves much more than just 
talking on the radio. As an operator, you must know how a net works. 
Could you actually run a net? To prepare for this, you should listen in to 
nets, not only on 2 meters, but on HF. Please take the time to become fa-
miliar with the proper way to conduct a net and to be a part of it. We usu-
ally use directed nets, so try to find a few of them, and listen closely to how 
it is done.  
 
Thanks for being there, 
 
Terry Snyder (WB3BKN)    



HARRISBURG RADIO AMATEUR’S CLUB NEWSLETTER 

The May meeting of the Harrisburg Radio Ama-
teurs Club was opened at 8:30 P. M. by President 
Terry (WB3BKN).  All in attendance introduced 
themselves by name and call sign. Note: The late 
start was caused by the NOAA presentation of their 
Skywarn class. 
   
Secretary Report 
The minutes of the April 2008 meeting were ap-
proved as printed in the May newsletter.  Motion to 
accept was made by Chuck (N3WL) and seconded 
by Pete (K3PD).  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurers Report 
The Treasurers report was read by Joe (KQ3F).  
Motion to accept was made by Pete (K3PD) and 
seconded by Don (N3OSO).  Motion passed unani-
mously. Joe further reported the CD came due on 
May 24th and he put the money into the savings 
account until after the Hamfest. 
 
Repeater Committee 
Steve (KA3PDQ) reported that the repeater will 
move to Blue Mountain were we will be co-located 
with CPRA.  The antenna will be mounted on the 
building rather than on the tower. We will probably 
have to make a donation to CPRA to help cover 
the cost of electricity—this will be determined later.  
There is a possibility that our current repeater will 
not work in the RF environment at the mountain.  
Terry (WB3BKN) will donate a repeater that will 
work.  This repeater would require new crystals at 
a cost of about $150.00 and a power supply at a 
cost of $100.00.  Joe (KQ3F) made a motion that 
we allocate $800.00 for the movement of the re-
peater to Blue Mountain and Lee (W3BBT) sec-
onded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
DXCC Committee 
Glenn (K3SWZ) reported He had mailed a package 
of QSL cards to the bureau.  He also said he had 
been at Timonium and had checked cards there. 
 
ARES and Red Cross 
Terry (WB3BKN) said he will need a photo and 
personal information for anyone needing a Dauphin 
County EOC badge. 
 
 

Entertainment Committee 
Nick (AA3T) listed the entertainment for the coming 
months: 
June: Finalize plans for Field Day and the Conven-
tion. 
 
Hamfest Committee 
Don (KB3NAQ) said that kitchen help was still 
needed.  Terry (WB3BKN) was supposed to re-
ceive an e mail showing what the shirts look like, 
however, the e mail did not arrive before the end of 
the meeting.  A sample of the Special Event QSL 
card was passed around. 
 
Field Day 
Nick (AA3T) said both vertical antennas have to be 
tuned.  The antennas will be tuned on  June 8th at 
2:00 PM at Nick’s home.  
 
Old Business 
Pete (K3PD) asked about publishing the names of 
members who have not paid dues each year in the 
newsletter. Some members pay several years in 
advance and don’t remember when the dues need 
paying.  Matt (N3SOZ) will be contacted about get-
ting the data base organized. 
 
There being no further business, Lee (W3BBT) 
made a motion to adjourn and Walt (KF3AR) sec-
onded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Chuck Greiner, N3WL 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

HRAC Club Meeting Minutes—May 14, 2008 
 



Editor’s Note 
 

FIELD DAY 2008 
10 AM Saturday 28 June until 10 AM Sunday 29 June 
  
We'll be operating two HF stations underneath a large portable picnic canopy; gigantic 
(300') dipole, vertical, gasoline generators.  Plenty of good food, fun, and eyeball QSO's.  
The club will provide the equipment, but feel free to bring any rigs or equipment you'd like to 
set up and run for fun/demonstration. 
  
We will be having a pot-luck picnic Saturday @ 5:30 PM.  The club will provide hot dogs and 
hamburgers; bring a covered dish to share.  Families are welcome. 
  
Please bring coolers, folding tables and lawn chairs. 
  
This year we are operating with a special call sign:  W3W. 
  
Technicians will have an opportunity to operate HF SSB. 
  
Location:  Vanatta Park, Swatara Township (near Derry and 50th streets).  See this link:   
  
Field Day Location (http://www.google.com/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=13269429456783182286,40.258110,-
76.801790&saddr=&daddr=40.257455,-76.801386&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=1&sz=15&sll=40.261254,-
76.797609&sspn=0.013591,0.024419&ie=UTF8&z=15) 
 
 
Talk in on 146.76 (tone = 100.0) 
  
Come to the June meeting to find out how you can help make this year's Field Day a great 
success. 
 
The preceding message is courtesy of Nick Rylatt, AA3T, our Field Day Chairman. 
 
 
 
Be sure to check the club Yahoo group and post your ideas and feedback:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hrac/ 
73,               
Matt Kiner, N3SOZ   
n3soz@arrl.net 

HARRISBURG RADIO AMATEUR’S CLUB NEWSLETTER 



 
 

HARRISBURG RADIO AMATEUR’S CLUB NEWSLETTER 

 
Ham Looking for Tower Help 

 
Need some assistance with a 30' mast, tilt base with a rotor. The antenna location 
will be 348 Sample Bridge Road, Enola. 
 
I'm a bit old to put the thing up and I was willing to have it put up commercially 
but your suggestion to arrange for help carries with the effort both camaraderie 
and additional expertise.  I can help, I just can't do the whole job.   I have all the 
tools necessary to do the job along with coffee and donuts and lunch, if it takes 
that long. 
 
  
Thanks Again, 
 
Larry (W3LWB)  larrybrown41@msn.com 
 
 
-via Terry WB3BKN.  

Public Service Opportunity 
 

HRAC has been asked to provide emergency communications for a 
competitive horse trail ride.  This  ride will be in northern Dauphin 
County and will be on July 27th.  I will have more information at the 
June meeting. 
 
       Chuck, N3WL 
 

Red Cross Background Checks and ARRL Volunteers 
 
Are you confused about the announcements that the ARRL made in  
Dayton, on the ARRL website and in the July 2008 QST magazine that 
the American Red Cross background check issue is resolved? The issue 
is not yet resolved -- yet, there is good news that it is much closer than it 
has been.  It is still a work-in-progress. 
 
There are still some pitfalls with the current background investigation 
consent form being used for these background checks.  
 
Via ARRL Atlantic Division News 



 
 

HARRISBURG RADIO AMATEUR’S CLUB NEWSLETTER 

JULY 4TH HAMFEST AND ARRL EASTERN PA CONVENTION 
SPEAKERS SCHEDULE 

 
 
0900-0930             “Hamming it up on the Appalachian Trail”                 
   Ron Polityka, WB3AAL/N3EPA 
 
0930-1000             “Assembling your own Emergency Survival Kit”        
   Nick Rylatt, AA3T 
 
1000-1030            “Amateur TV on a budget”                                             
   Gary Blacksmith, M.D.   WA3CPO 
 
1030-1100             “FCC Happenings”                                                           
   Bill Cross, W3TN 
 
1100-1130            “ARRL and EPA activities”                                               
   Eric Olena, WB3FPL,  SCM -- EPA    
 
The area set aside for presentations is the “small pavilion area”. 
There will be a laptop computer, projector and screen available if needed.   



 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

HARRISBURG RADIO AMATEUR’S CLUB NEWSLETTER 

Top: Skywarn presentation at the last meeting. 
Bottom: Inside of the building at the mountain showing the location where the repeater eventually 
went to. Lee ash (K3JJK) is in the picture. 
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                 Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club 
                   Radio Autobiography Template 

 
 
Many people are interested in how you came to be a radio amateur.  You can use this template 
to get started writing your own radio autobiography.  Complete this form, then add more details 
on other pages as needed.  Please feel free to include pictures as well, of you, your rig, your 
shack, and the like.  Send your completed radio autobiography to Bill Moser (KB3IZA) at 
WMoser183@aol.com, or take it to our next club meeting.  

 
Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Call sign  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
License class  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date first licensed  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Rig ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What first interested you in radio ___________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Interesting QSOs  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
First QSO _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Influential person  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Name one way or an instance in which a ham radio is better than a cell phone 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hobbies  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

MAIL TO: 
Matt Kiner (N3SOZ) 
305 Lewisberry Ct. 

Lewisberry, PA  17339 
717-932-5241 

 
 

Make checks payable to HRAC—Membership is $15.00 per year 
 

 
NAME _________________________________________    CALL _____________________ 
 
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ___________________________________   STATE __________   ZIP _____________ 
 
PHONE _____________________________   E-MAIL _______________________________ 
 

SIGNATURE _____________________________ 
 

I agree to abide by the guidelines of the membership and 
The Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club, Inc. 

Dues end December 31st. 


